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•	 the phasing out of lead in gasoline in the 1970s 
(lead can cause brain damage related to violent 
behavior) (Cohn et al. 2013).

Though crime is down, it is still the common sub-
ject of news headlines. Crime reporting is relatively 
inexpensive, as reporters can rely on information about 
index crimes that officials regularly make public. So, 
the crimes that grab the attention of average citizens 
of countries around the world tend to be violent crimes 
committed by individuals or small groups. The following 
are some examples of types of micro-level crimes.

Types of Crime 
Predatory Crimes. Citizens of the United States 
tend to be most afraid of violent predatory crimes. 
Many citizens feel they cannot trust others. Some keep 
guns to protect themselves from this perceived dan-
ger. Some neighborhoods are dangerous; however, as 
noted above, the total violent crime victimization rate 
has declined over the past several decades. Below, we 
discuss more crimes committed by individuals—but 
stay tuned because most criminologists feel there are 
more serious crimes, to be discussed under meso- 
and macro-level deviance.

Crimes Without Victims. Acts committed by or 
between individual consenting adults are known as vic-

timless or public order crimes. These can include pros-
titution, gambling, drug use, and public drunkenness. 
While these crimes do not result in specific victims, 
they are deemed harmful to society (and, thus, criminal) 

Although differences in crime reports are often 
difficult to reconcile, each measurement instrument 
provides a different portion of the total picture of 
crime. By using several data-gathering techniques 
(triangulation), a more accurate picture of crime 
begins to emerge. All data-gathering techniques indi-
cate that the rate of violent and nonviolent crime in 
the United States has dropped since the mid-1990s, 
so we can be confident that the crime rate has really 
fallen. In 1990, there were 732 violent crimes per 
100,000 residents, but in 2012, that number was 386 
(see Figure 6.4). 

The violent crime rate decreased further from 
June 2012 to June 2013 by the following percentage 
points: murders 6.9%, forcible rapes 10.6%, aggra-
vated assaults 6.6%, and robbery offenses 1.8% (FBI 
2014a). Researchers have yet to come to a consensus 
as to why crime has declined. Some ideas now under 
review include 

•	 changing demographics—a decline in the num-
ber of young people (those most likely to commit 
crimes);

•	 rising rates of incarceration (though those rates 
have declined over the past few years);

•	 new policing strategies, including computer-
assisted planning and closer focus on gun use by 
youth;

•	 greater access to abortion after the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court decision, which led to fewer 
unwanted children (relatively more likely to com-
mit crimes due to their negative treatment); and

FIGURE 6.4  U.S. Violent Crime Rate Since 1990 (per 100,000 residents) 
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Source: FBI 2014b.




